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PRESS RELEASE
“President and Prime Minister on Vacation – Hepatitis C on Attack!”
Ukraine once again faces July 28, 2013, the World Hepatitis Day, without the specialized National program and without the funds allocated from state budget for the procurement of vital medicines. 
Today in Kyiv the patients with hepatitis C and the representatives of the concerned civil society organizations have ceremonially unearthed from under a thick layer of sand in Kyiv Hydropark the concealed Governmental Draft of the State program for combating the spread of viral hepatitis and set it adrift down the Dnipro river together with the open petition to the President, hoping that the documents would finally reach the vacation venues of Ukrainian statesmen, and radically improved National program with the adequate funding will finally be approved, and the responsible officials will stop misleading so impudently 1.2 million of their fellow citizens living with Hepatitis C.

As became evident, the patients once more were actually fooled… by their own Government which back in the beginning of April had publicized through public relations service and the mass media the misleading information about a pretended approval at the session of the Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine of the appropriate State target social program. The issue is that the State program could not have been approved in April, as its draft is just disclosed in July for passing the obligatory public discussions stage on the official website of the responsible Ministry of Health of Ukraine. It was that notorious draft which the activists have literally unearthed before mass media representatives from under a hefty layer of sand in Hydropark. 

Ludmila Maistat, coordinator of the all-Ukrainian “Demanding Treatment!” campaign, ICF “International HIV/AIDS Alliance in Ukraine”: “According to the WHO experts evaluation, Ukraine is on the first place in Europe by the Hepatitis C spread rate. We are convinced that such gloomy statistics is caused by the government’s idleness. Absence of real political will of the responsible state leaders makes the situation further aggravate – the morbidity and mortality levels of the disease caused by hepatitis C virus are increasing. As of today we have only a draft State program drastically differing from the one suggested by the expert working group, it even lacks up-to-date statistics, there are no budget calculations and the treatment needs and performance indicators are undersized at least twice”. 
The Government failed to fulfill the respective Instruction of the President of Ukraine dated 28.12.2012 on overcoming three dangerous epidemics in the state, despite the established strict deadlines. Meanwhile the president and the government members are relaxing on scheduled vacations, leaving dozens of thousand of the patients to die without medicines, though the state officials themselves prefer to get medical services abroad. 

In the eve of this day the responsible MoH of Ukraine officials have thrown a new bunch of promises and cautiously expressed a belief that the State Program could be approved by the government as soon as the next week. 
Patient with hepatitis C Anton Basenko and his wife Svitlana, who also has hepatitis, do not know how long they will survive without affordable treatment: “Hundreds of thousands of ill Ukrainians are being fooled by the government throughout years. The latter annually tells the same tales on the imaginary state program and allocated budget funds, while billions of hryvnias are blatantly sacked or wasted, and Hepatitis C treatment course costs about $ 16,000 , remaining absolutely unaffordable for our family and the majority of Ukrainian families as well. Should I and my wife sell a kidney to treat the liver?”.
Olena Sakhnovska, patient with hepatitis C and the mother of two children, can’t help crying during the event: “My little children are extremely worried; they want me to be cured and stay with them. How should I comfort them? I am a single mother, I must raise my children, but I am ill myself. I have nothing to sell in order to buy expensive treatment. The only way is to take up the debt load. But even banks refuse to provide a loan for treatment, as I have a low salary. What should I say to my little children? That they’ll become orphans because my state does not need me?”. 
Yulia Dorokhova, patient with hepatitis C, who managed to obtain legal education and become a human rights advocate despite the disease, calls on people to take action and not to await gifts from the state: “When I learned that I have Hepatitis C, I decided to obtain treatment and protect me and other patients ripped off their right to treatment. People, join our movement! Get tested for hepatitis, demand registration with the hospitals! It’s not possible to receive treatment, not demanding it. Do not die! Stand for your rights!”.
Tetyana Yehorova, Chief Doctor of the Infectious Diseases Ward for Hepatitis C patients in the Kyiv City Hospital No. 5, gives specialized advice: “Actually Hepatitis C problem is relevant for everyone. One can get infected through blood transfusion, non-sterile medical and cosmetology equipment, thus all of us, especially young people, are taking risks when we visit beauty salons and tattoo studios. Unfortunately, the majority of people do not know that they are infected. In 80% of cases the disease progresses asymptomatically to the chronic stage, further escalating in cirrhosis or liver cancer. I advice that everybody gets tested, obtains doctors’ consultations and registers to receive treatment in future”. 
Within the framework of all-Ukrainian event “Overcome C!” on July 28 hundreds of people in Kyiv and thousands of people in all the regions of Ukraine were able to get tested for hepatitis free of charge with rapid tests, obtain practical advice on prevention from doctors, listen to the real stories of patients in the «Living Library» format.
# # # #
 According to the latest expert data nowadays in the world 150-180 million of people are infected with hepatitis C. Ukraine is on the first place in Europe by the prevalence of hepatitis C, with the number of infected people being as high as 1.2 million.
Only during the holding of all-Ukrainian campaign “Demanding Treatment!” within the framework of World Hepatitis Day on July 28, 2012 more than 3 thousands of citizens in all regions of Ukraine were tested with rapid tests. The positive result was found in 9.8% of all the people tested, and in separate oblasts this level turned out to be more than twice higher, in particular, in Odesa oblast - 22%; Donetsk – 19.3%; Dnipropetrovsk -18.7%.
Due to a limited competition between the pharmaceutical companies - manufacturers of efficient hepatitis C medicines the treatment cost remains high. In Ukraine it costs $14,000 – $16,000 which is unaffordable for the majority of our citizens.
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	The principal aim of all-Ukrainian campaign “Demanding Treatment!” initiated by the International HIV/AIDS Alliance in Ukraine in June 2012 with the support of the International Renaissance Foundation is compelling the Government of Ukraine to publicize reliable statistical information and to recognize hepatitis C epidemic in the country; approval of the National target social program for combating the spread of viral hepatitis with the adequate budget funding; development and approval of the viral hepatitis treatment protocol compliant with the international standards; ensuring state procurement of high quality and safe medicines by implementing the new mechanisms for further decrease of the medicines prices. 
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